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From The Bronx to Las Vegas, The Netherlands and Nepal, students and staff in the Law Program traveled the world this year.  Add in competitions ranging from Moot Court in the Fall to the upcoming Forensics Competition in June, trips, events, internships and in-school visits from colleges and attorneys it was an eventful year for the Truman Law Program.  Once again, Truman did it all!  





























Law Students BuildOn in Nepal  





In the fall law program students and BuildOn members Brandon Jones, Daniel Brown, Precious Yeboah and Cynthia Sandoval were selected as part of a small group of BuildOn members from across the city to take a trek to Nepal to help build a school.  After a grueling pre-trip process, in February the students embarked on a 20 hour trip on four different planes and a bus before arriving at their destination.  Once there they quickly became part of the village life and worked tirelessly for 9 days on building a new school for the village.  For the students the 9 days passed in the blink of an eye and they were sorry to have to leave, but proud of their accomplishment.























accomplishedit ended too quickly afterVill4 flight flew to Belgium, then on to India, then two flights and a bus to nt joined students from around the cityFebruaryShannika wasOn June 27th the Law Program will have an awards ceremony for those students who excelled in achievement and participation this year.  





Outstanding Freshmen: Romario Gordon, Crystal Ivey, Amanda Johnson, Emmanuel Raudales and Hakeem Rihan 





2011 Outstanding Achievements: Dinae Anderson Chyna Aytch, Shannika Campbell, Nurat Daniju, Edward Pouerriet, Ashley Sanchez, Precios Yeboah and Imani Zelaya.





Outstanding Achievement and Participation Award: Selena Hagins, for fours years of dedication and excellence in the Truman Law Program. 








The Year in Review





Shannika Goes to The Hague Day





Senior Shannika Campbell was one of only 16 NYC High School students selected to compete in the first ever International Moot Court Competition at The Hague in The Netherlands.  The competition included eight teams from around the world and was sponsored by The Justice Resource Center.  Following months of preparation Shannika did Truman proud by making the Opening and Closing statements in every round including the finals, where the NYC team defeated a team from Caracas, Venezuela.  Following the win Shannika let us know that “It’s official, my team is coming back to NYC with the win!”  





Truman Law once again fielded a strong team for the NYC Moot Court Competition at Fordham Law School.  This competition, sponsored by the Justice Resource Center and Fordham Law School, brings together students who want to excel at writing, arguing and speaking in public.  It requires the competitors to think fast and stay composed under pressure.


Congratulations to Edward Pourriet,  Darshani Hariprasad, Cheyenne Lewis, Shannika Caampbell and Daniel Brown for making Truman proud.








Truman Shines at Citywide Competitions





At the annual “We the People” Competition held at Martin Luther King High School in December, Truman competed against teams from both public and private high schools throughout NYC.  Once again Truman thrived, bringing home a Unit Award and impressing the judges with their poise, quick thinking and solid grasp of complex constitutional questions.


While Truman is proud of all the students who competed, award winning students Ivette Aguilera, Leann Sealey-Cavitt and Darshani Hariprasad bested every other school that competed against them by bringing home an award.  





But it was the team effort that made the day, with all of the students stepping forward and representing Truman.  Angela Arboleda, Ashley Ferguson, Kiara Ramos, Horace Hall, Andre Webber, Kardon Bartley, Sasha Gonzalez, Kayode Olurenfemi, Marsha Pinnock, Shanique Stewart, Erica Pate, Treasure Glymph, Shaneka Whyte, Demi Marcano, Jesus Cortes, Nicholas Martin and Jahvaugn Hogg all did a great job.





In addition to the actual competition the students were provided with a “traditional” New York style bagel breakfast and pizza lunch. They also had the chance to meet highly educated and trained professionals in a variety of fields who give their time to support the event each year. The students send special thanks to Mrs. Jordan for being a great “cheerleader” and, they decided, a tough “drill” master.  





After a long day of thinking on their feet, and many months of hard preparation, the team ruled the “We the People” competition a great experience for all! 











“We the People” Competition





Law Program Alumni News


Congratulations to 2011 Truman grad and Law Team member Nurat Daniju for making the Dean’s  List at SUNY Albany in her freshmen year. Keep up the good work, we’re proud of you! 





Law Program Happenings





Truman Does CSI





On February 28th Ms. Joyner and several classes of law students had an opportunity to visit and explore CSI Times Square, a multimedia award winning hands-on display at the Times Square Discovery Center.  Students enjoyed a day of investigating crime scenes, doing crime scene analysis, and exploring the world of DNA and other modern techniques of solving crimes. Special thanks to Ms. Gaskins and BuildOn’s Ms. Kennedy for helping to make the day a success
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The Color of Justice 





On May 5th the National Association of Women Judges, New York Chapter, hosted a conference titled “The Color of Justice.”  The Chair for this event was The Honorable Darcel D. Clark, a Truman grad and friend of our own Ms. Joyner.  Truman students, from freshmen to seniors, attended. Shakira Boca, Kimberly Latorres, Crystal Ivey, Shalena Boca, Shannika Campbell, Darshani Hariprasad and Sasha Gonzalez were thrilled with the chance to meet and “network” with the judges and lawyers.  No doubt the connections they made will help them in the future.


Law Firm Internships





The Law Program also welcomed a partnership with the law firm of Pena & Kahn, a premier law firm right here in The Bronx.  This summer a number of students from the program will intern at the firm, with more to come as 2012-13 arrives.  Interested students have prepared resumes, researched the firm online and have reviewed the do’s, don’ts and best practices for preparing for a job interview.  We hope that this competitive internship process, and the internships that result, will be invaluable to the students, as well as the attorneys and support staff at Pena & Kahn.  Special thanks are owed to Allan R. Torres, the firm’s Chief Operating Officer for all he is doing to make this a reality for our students.
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Dr. Binishi Does CEIC Vegas





                �


To better educate our students on computer forensics, in May Dr. Binishi attended a Computer and Enterprise Conference in Las Vegas.  Dr. Binishi has already started incorporating new methods and techniques he learned at the conference.  His goal is to make  Computer Forensics attractive to students who wish to explore it as a career, as well as students who are just eager to gain additional knowledge about computers.  Forensics continues to be a growing and ever more popular field of study and careers. 





Forensics Competition


To finish the year strong, on June 1st Dr. Binishi will once again compete against high schools from across the city in a Forensics Competition. The team includes Genesis Ramos, Jahvaughn Hogg, Emmanuel Yungaicela, Cortz Megan and Aayliah Haywood.  Last year, the team from Truman won the award for “Best Knowledge of the Law.”  We have no doubt that this year’s team will also excel.
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Sana Q. Nasser, Principal





Law Program


The Harry S Truman High School Law Program has excelled academically for over 30 years. The Law Program has earned numerous awards and citations including those from the “We The People” Constitutional Law Contest, the Mock Trial Contest, and the Moot Court Debates. The program is served by licensed attorneys in the Classroom Speaker Series or through class curriculum guided by New York State social studies teachers. Incoming freshmen are offered an opportunity to utilize our full-size courtroom for class debates and after–school Law Team programs. Our inter-disciplinary program with the Truman Media Center creates an excellent tool for our students to practice their courtroom skills as well as self-critique through class presentations and debates utilizing video.
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The Bronx Achievement Pact





This year law and forensics students were introduced to and had a chance to listen to, and meet with, legal professionals and law enforcement professionals in a series of programs brought to Truman by The Bronx Achievement Pact.  The students were introduced to the numerous career pathways open to those who study law and forensics, and had a chance to hear from prosecutors, defense lawyers, corporate lawyers and paralegals.  They also met with police and forensics investigators and other law enforcement officials.  This program, which took place on 4 separate days, was enlightening to all who participated, and most helpful as our students move towards their post high school education and careers.  Special thanks to Mercy College for this fine program. 








Essay Competition: 


Respect for the Law


Truman law students took to their pens (okay, keyboards) and produced a dozen essays for the citywide “Respect for the Law” essay competition.  From freshmen to seniors these students wanted to be heard on the issue of respect for the law and what they think should be done to improve respect for the law.


Congratulations to Kimberly Latorres, Shiya Wilhite, Genesis Escobar, Mortimer Brown, Precious Yeboah, Shalena Boca, Porcia Hagan, Crystal Mallet, Kiara Avila, Kimberlee Marcano and Saquan Jones for working hard and taking the opportunity to be heard.












